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Before reading his written statement, Mr. Gandhi spoke a few words as
introductory remarks to the whole statement.   He said:

Before I read this statement I would like to state that I en-
tirely endorse the learned Advocate-GeneraPs remarks in connec-
tion with my humble self. I think that he was entirely fair to me
in all the statements that he has made, because it is very true and
I have no desire whatsoever to conceal from this Court the fact that
to preach disaffection towards the existing system of Government
has become almost a passion with me, and the learned Advocate-
General is also entirely in the right when he says that my preach-
ing of disaffection did not commence with my connection with
Toung India, but that it commenced much earlier and in the state-
ment that I am about to read, it will be my painful duty to admit
before this Court that it commenced much earlier than the period
stated by the Advocate-General. It is the most painful duty with
me, but I have to discharge that duty knowing the responsibility
that rests upon me, and I wish to endorse all the blame that the
learned Advocate-General has thrown on my shoulders in connec-
tion with the Bombay, the Madras and the Chauri Chaura occur-
rences. Thinking over these deeply and sleeping over them night
after night, it is impossible to dissociate myself from the diabolical
crimes of Chauri Chaura or the mad outrages in Bombay and
Madras. He is quite right when he says that, as a man of res-
ponsibility, a man having received a fair share of education,
having had a fair share of experience of this world, I should
know the consequences of every one of my acts. I knew that I
was playing with fire. I ran the risk and, if I was set free, I
would still do the same.1 I know that I was feeling it so every
day and I have felt it also this morning that I would have
failed in my duty if I did not say what I said here just now.

I wanted to avoid violence. I want to avoid violence.2 Non-
violence is the first article of my faith. It is also the last article
of my creed. But I had to make my choice. I had either to sub-
mit to a system which I considered had done an irreparable harm
to my country, or incur the risk of the mad fury of my people burst-
ing forth when they understood the truth from my lips. I know
that my people have sometimes gone mad; I am deeply sorry for
it. I am, therefore, here to submit not to a light penalty but to
the highest penalty. I do not ask for mercy, I do not ask for
any extenuating act of clemency. I am here to invite and cheer-

1 & 2 These sentences do not occur in the official transcript.